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The agitation for the reform of Parliament itself had Agitation
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begun as early as the reign of James I, and continued reform of
sporadically into the eighteenth century: after the passing system€t°ral
of the Last Determinations Act, however, it had little
hope of success. The American Revolution revived and
widened the movement for, reform; the County associations
sprang into being, Chatham advocated an Increase of the
representation of the counties, Wilkes urged the disfran-
chisement of rotten boroughs and the increase of the repre-
sentation of London, the counties and the rich boroughs.
In 1780 the Duke of Richmond proposed that Parliament
should be elected by universal suffrage, and that equal
electoral districts should be established. Major Cartwright
founded the Society for Promoting Constitutional Information.
In 1788 determinations of the Commons in disputed elections
ceaseci to be final. Between 1770 and 1804 the franchise
in three boroughs was enlarged by Parliament. Industrial
towns had also begun to support the demand for reform:
as early as 1774 Manchester was contemplating buying a
seat and returning a member who would champion its claims,
and in 1780 Birmingham made a great effort to elect Sir
Robert Lawley as knight of the shire.1 In 1782 the Reform
movement won the support of Pitt, but the French Revolution
and the outbreak of war changed his attitude. The agita-
tion continued and deepened, but little change in the Parlia-
mentary system was effected, and not only the aristocracy
but also the unbiassed governing class became firmly opposed
to reform.
In spite of the aristocratic character of the eighteenth- f/
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century Parliament, legal changes of a popular nature were
made. The judges were made independent of politics,
since by the Act of Settlement they held office during good
behaviour. The independence of the jury had been estab-
lished shortly before the Revolution, and jurors were no
longer liable to be tried for perjury if they brought in a
wrongful verdict. The Treason Law was modified in 1696,
and the prisoner was entitled to receive a copy of the indict-
ment and a panel of the jury some days before the trial, and
* Porritt, op. tit., p. 263.

